
Course Offerings and Descriptions
ENGLISH – 4 CREDITS REQUIRED

Freshman English (9th Grade) 1 total credit Year           
Required

 0.5 credit of Grammar – consists of comprehensive grammar review, including 
usage, sentence structure, composition and mechanics.  A unit on electronic library 
skills is also included, as well as writing paragraphs, compositions and other creative 
activities.            

 0.5 credit of Literature – students read selections from an anthology.  The elements 
of the short story, the essay, biography, and the novel are discussed.  All major ideas 
of themes presented are analyzed and related to issues in the past and today’s 
society.  Writing and vocabulary improvement are also stressed.

Freshman English *Honors (9th Grade) 1 total credit Year
 Required

 Students who pursue the Honors track will study relatively the same material as the 
regular 9th grade English curriculum with a more detailed and in-depth analysis of the 
material.  Students will gain an understanding of literary techniques such as theme, 
foreshadowing, plot and character development, symbolism, etc.  In addition students 
will be able to analyze how these elements contribute to meaning in any given work as a 
whole.  In order to properly analyze, students will learn proper analysis techniques in 
writing and will learn to write a research paper using the MLA method.  The course will 
also focus on grammar elements including sentence structure, sentence variety, 
organization, word choice, agreement, and punctuation skills.  

Grammar/Speech (10th Grade) 1 total credit Year             
Required

         0.5 credit of Grammar & Composition – includes review of grammar and creative 
writing techniques and particular attention is given to the student’s composition needs.  
Spelling and vocabulary improvement are also included.

 0.5 credit of Speech – primary emphasis is placed upon verbal and non-verbal 
communication.  Each student will be required to give a minimum of 10 speeches, 
including the demonstration, informative, inspirational, and persuasive speech.  The 
course may also include oral interpretation of literature as time permits.

Junior English (11th Grade) 1 total credit Year            
Required

 Course materials deal with major American authors such as Twain, Hawthorne, 
Steinbeck, Hemingway and Fitzgerald.  Emphasis is placed on the short stories and 
novels by these authors and grades are based on tests/quizzes/worksheets/group 
discussions and reaction writing



Junior English *Honors (11th Grade) 1 total credit Year              
Required

 Students enrolled in the Jr Honors course will study elements of American Literature 
including Puritanism, Transcendentalism, Romanticism, Individualism, and Modernism.  
Students will explore multiple genres including but not limited to poetry, drama, short 
story, essay, fiction, and non-fiction.  The Honors curriculum engages students in 
analytical thinking and writing, research, and discussion.  Those students who pursue 
the Honors track will be adept at analyzing how the technical elements used in literature 
help to convey meaning to the reader.  Since the course is a precursor to AP English, 
students will write multiple analytical essays in response to literature using the AP 
standards for essay writing.  Grammar and sentence structure are also key elements 
studied in the course in order for the student to meet the requirements of an AP quality 
essay.

Senior English (12th Grade) 1 total credit Year           
Required

 0.5 credit of Technical/College Writing – consists of a grammar review, which will focus 
on clear and concise sentence writing.  The grammar will also be supplemental with 
vocabulary units throughout the year.  The major project of this semester will be the 
research paper, which will be approximately 5-8 pages in length.  In addition to the 
research paper, students will be required to write shorter types of papers applicable both 
to college and everyday living.

 0.5 credit of World Literature – a small part of the semester will be devoted to Greek 
mythology for purposes of understanding mythological references in literature read in the 
course.  A main focus of the course is on British Literature, including drama, poetry, 
prose and novels/novellas.  Literature, by other authors, will be incorporated where 
appropriate. 

AP English Literature and Composition (12th grade) 1 total credit 
Year  Required

 Students enrolled in the AP Lit and Comp course will study British Literature beginning 
from the Renaissance period and ending with the modern era.  Genres of study will 
focus on poetry, prose (passages and short story), and the novel to correlate with the AP 
test given in May. Effective analytical essay responses to literature will be a central focus 
of the course.  In order to satisfy the rigorous requirements of the AP essay exam, 
grammar and usage skills will be studied extensively.  Students who successfully pass 
the AP test may earn college credit.



SOCIAL STUDIES – 3.5 CREDITS REQUIRED

Geography (10th Grade) 0.5 total credit 
Semester                 Required

 Class will provide students with a background to distinguish between permanent and 
variable factors in geography.  The objective is to develop a world sense in young 
people, to make them realize that they are members of a greater human community.  
The course will include the study of globes and maps, the land and its people, and 
makes students aware of the world around them.

World History (10th Grade) 0.5 total credit 
Semester               Required

 Class will provide students with an understanding of how forces have shaped history.  
Economics, geography, government, religion, and war have all played an important role 
in shaping the history of the world.  Studies will include the ancient civilizations of the 
Middle East to the present.

Psychology (10th-12th Grade) 0.5 total credit
Semester Elective

 Psychology is a Social Science elective.  Course is designed for the college-bound 
student and will stress mature thinking and philosophy.  The course content will be 
consistent with the nature of psychological study which includes its philosophy, methods 
of investigation, and accumulated knowledge.  The student will be given an opportunity 
to better understand the following general topics: understanding themselves, general 
principles of psychology, social relations, the learning process, and the uniqueness of 
the individualized person.  A term paper is required for this class.

Sociology (11th-12th Grade) 0.5 total credit
Semester  Elective

 Sociology is the study of the origin, development, and structure of human societies and 
the behavior of individual people and groups in society.  This class should be taken after 
Psychology.

United States History (11th Grade) 1 total credit Year      
Required

 Class begins with the post-Civil War period of history and works forward from there.  We 
us a number of videos to re-enforce key periods in our history.  Movies like The Grapes 
of Wrath and All Quiet on the Western Front are two of these.  Grades are arrived from 
quizzes, chapter tests, a semester test and oral presentations over various topics.



Government 0.5 total credit
Semester  Required

 Class will focus on the national government and try to tie in State and local government 
as we go.  Will look at the politics of government that is political socialization and the 
effects of partisan politics and our system of government.  Grades are arrived from 
quizzes, chapter tests, a semester test and various field trips.

Economics 0.5 total credit
Semester  Required

 Topics covered are State and Local Government, consumer economics, 
microeconomics, and an introduction to macroeconomics.  Consumer economics will 
explore units on budget, purchasing an automobile, purchasing a house, investing 
money, the stock market and insurance.  Units on basic economic philosophy, individual 
choice, supply and demand, inflation, money and types of ownership will be taught 
relating to both macro and microeconomics.  In addition, free enterprise will be 
contrasted and compared to social collectivism.

MATHEMATICS – 3 CREDITS REQUIRED

Algebra I (9th Grade) 1 total credit Year     
Required

 Class is the study of unknowns and variables as quantities and equations.  It provided 
for a better understanding of how our math system works and some methods that may 
be used to solve problems.  The course of study will include real numbers, solving 
questions, polynomials, fractions, functions and systems of linear equations.

Geometry (9th-12th Grade) 1 total credit Year           
Required (Unless signed off for different Math track)                                    
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra 1

 Class studies the relationship of the physical world to mathematics.  It is mostly plane 
geometry with an introduction to solid figures.  Topics to be covered include points, lines, 
planes, angles, parallelograms, congruence, polygons, special polygons, circles, 
constructions, and areas.  A section on coordinate geometry is also covered if time 
permits.  



Algebra II (10th-12th Grade) 1 total credit Year                 
Required (Unless signed off for different Math track)                 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion Algebra I

 Study includes an in depth study of graphing of equations, solving higher order 
operations, arithmetic of the real number system, which will include the study of 
exponents and an introduction to the set of complex numbers.  Concise sections will be 
explored – requires a knowledge of second-degree polynomials.  This course is required 
for college entrance and some vo-tech schools.

Trigonometry (11th - 12th Grade) 0.5 total credit
Semester  Elective                                                

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II.

 This class is for students who plan on attending college, vocational/technical school or 
entering the more technical workforce.  This class will develop an understanding of 
waves and frequencies through the application of trigonometry function.

Calculus (11th-12th Grade) 0.5 total credit
Semester  Elective                             

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra II and 
Trigonometry.

 This class is for the serious students who are college bound and want to enhance and 
expand their study of mathematics.  This course will help develop a more solid 
foundation and will enhance any college mathematics class and make them easier.

SCIENCE – 3 CREDITS REQUIRED

Physical Science (9th Grade) 1 total credit Year          
Required

 This class is an introductory course in physics and chemistry.  Successful completion of 
this class should provide a good background for the student to take the regular 
Chemistry and Physics classes.  The first and last quarters cover basic physics.  The 2nd 
and 3rd quarters cover basic Chemistry.  Some laboratory activities and many 
demonstrations are included in the class activities.  A basic calculator is needed.

Biology I  (10th Grade) 1 total credit Year             
Required

 Course involves the study of life and living systems.  Specifically, the course content will 
involve the study of the following general topics:  methods of scientific study, cellular 
organizations, ecology, energy systems, genetics, and diversity of life, plants, animals, 
and the interactions among sciences.  



Chemistry (11th-12th Grade) 1.0  total credit Year     
Required  (Unless signed off on different Science track)

                Prerequisite:  Algebra II or taken concurrently with Chemistry

 Course studies the elements and their properties.  This class will be helpful for any 
student who plans to attend college and major in the Health and Science field.  A 
scientific calculator is required.

Physics (11th-12th Grade) 1.0 total credit Year     
Required  (Unless signed off on difference Science track)

 This class studies the laws of motion and physical activities of objects in nature.  
Although not required, an advanced Math class taken concurrently will make this class 
easier.  This class will be helpful to those considering college majors in engineering or in 
many of the science related fields.  A scientific calculator is required.

Biology II  (11th-12th Grade) 1 total credit Year    
Elective

 This class allows the students to continue on in Biology, dealing strictly with the human 
body.  Course would be helpful for any college bound student going into a Health or 
Science field.

HEALTH/PHYSICAL EDUCATION

P.E. (9th-12th Grade) 0.5 credit Semester           
(0.5 credit required for graduation)

 It is important that students understand that this is a class of social learning and morals 
as much as physical education.  All students will be evaluated on six general areas.  
These areas will include sportsmanship, comprehension, personal hygiene, effort and 
attendance. 

COMPUTER PROGRAMMING

Computer Literature  (9th Grade) 0.5 total credit
Semester  Elective

 Students will learn proper computer operating procedures, literacy, with advanced word 
processing, database, spreadsheets, power point and web design.  Topics covered will 
be basic computer knowledge, computer history, word processing, database, 
spreadsheet applications, power point presentations and basic web design. 



BUSINESS

Intro to Business (9th-10th Grade) 1 total credit Year               
Elective

 This course introduces students to the business world and helps them prepare to deal 
successfully with and become part of the business community.  The course gives 
students the opportunity to practice the basic life skills they will need to perform their 
economic roles in today’s complex society.  

Accounting I  (10th-12th Grade) 1 total credit Year              
Elective

 Designed for students who are looking forward to careers in related business fields for 
which mastery of some accounting knowledge, understanding and application is needed; 
for students who desire a beginning vocational preparation for accounting careers; and 
also for students who are seeking a foundation on which to continue studying business 
and accounting at the collegiate level.  Automated accounting is introduced with this 
course.

Accounting II  (11th-12th Grade) 1 total credit Year            
Elective                            
Prerequisite:  Accounting I and Computer Literature

  Students in this course will learn the function of a typical business corporation and will 
operate a fictional business.  Students will learn cash flow and business financing, and 
business tax implications of a corporation.  Students will also learn automated corporate 
accounting.

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE

Career Preparation (9th-10th Grade) 0.5 total credit
Semester        Elective

 Goal of this course is to enable the student to acquire a basic knowledge about the world 
of work.  Students will identify work/career interest areas, research and gain hands on 
experience through job shadowing.  Employability skills covered include: characteristics 
needed for employment, career and work opportunities, resume writing, job interview 
and communication skills, decision making and goal setting.  This course will integrate 
the student with community leaders, business personnel, and community organizations.  
Each student will begin their individualized electronic portfolio which will include: 
resumes, cover letters, activities, sample job applications, etc.



Personal Finance (9th-10th Grade) 0.5 total credit
Semester     Elective

 Personal Finance prepares students for successful management of their personal 
finances. It is a course that addresses the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and behaviors 
associated with the management of family economics and financial education. A project-
based approach will be utilized.

FACS I (9th-10th Grade) 1 total credit Year
  Elective

 This is a basic class covering the following topics: nutrition, meal planning and 
preparation, sex education, basic sewing, child development and self esteem.  FCCLA 
illustrated talks are introduced and developed in this class.  The class combines lab work 
with classroom activities.

FACS II (10th-12th Grade) 1 total credit Year  
Elective

 This course covers the following areas: textiles and clothing, foods and nutrition, child 
development, personal development, interior design, and consumerism.  Preference is 
given to those students who have completed FACS I.

Special Foods (12th Grade) 0.5 total credit
Semester              Elective              

              Prerequisite:  FACS I & II

 Topics covered will be nutrition, food safety, cake decorating, consumer buying, foreign 
foods, and yeast bread baking.  The class combines lab work with textbook exercises 
and readings.

Housing (12th Grade) 0.5 total credit
Semester   Elective

 Housing class covers floor plans, design and color, furniture, energy conservation, 
housing costs, housing alternatives, etc.  Students develop two large projects as well as 
complete work found in the test Housing Designs.  Students will draw floor plans and 
take quizzes and tests on material taught.

Cad Design and Graphics (12th Grade) 0.5 credit
Semester      Elective

 Class will focus on drafting in the areas of mechanical design and drawing, 
transportation and architecture.  Students will learn the basics of drafting on a computer 
and how to use it in different settings throughout society.



AGRICULTURE EDUCATION

Introduction to Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (9th-10th Grade) (formerly known 
as Intro Ag)  1 total credit Year             

                     Elective

 This course allows students to study a variety of agricultural topics, such as plant 
science, animal science, food science, agribusiness and power systems.  This survey 
course introduces students to many facet of our nation’s largest employer.  This course 
will serve as an introduction to much of the coursework included within the Agricultural 
Food and Natural Resources Cluster.  Opportunities for application of clinical and 
leadership skills are provided by participation in the FFA organization through activities, 
conferences, and skills competition such as a variety of career development events and 
agricultural proficiency awards.  Each student will complete a Supervised Agricultural 
Experience Project/Internship.

Fundamental Animal Science (9th-10th Grade)  (formerly known as Ag Production)                                              
0.5 total credit Fall Semester  

  Elective

 Meet the demands/needs of students interested in basic Animal Science.  This class will 
address the basic need of care for and meet the needs of animals.  Classroom and 
laboratory content may be enhanced by utilizing appropriate equipment and technology.  
Work-based learning strategies appropriate for this course are school-based enterprises 
and field trips.  This class is reinforced through the FFA and SAE project through 
Livestock Career Development Events and Proficiency Awards.  Each student will be 
expected to complete a Supervised Agriculture Experience or Internship Project.  Topics 
covered are breeds, health, reproduction, nutrition and anatomy.

Fundamentals of Ag Structures Technology (10th-11th Grade) (formerly known as Ag 
Production)                 0.5 total credit Spring Semester   

                                     Elective

 This course is offered to meet the basic need of Agricultural Structures.  South Dakota 
demand is increasing with the shortage of certified electricians, plumbers, contractors 
and mechanics.  Classroom and laboratory content may be enhanced by utilizing 
appropriate equipment and technology.  Algebra, trigonometry, English and human 
relation skills will be reinforced in the course.  Work-based learning strategies 
appropriate for this course are school-based enterprises and field trips.  This class is 
reinforced through the FFA and SAE project Ag Mechanics Career Development Events 
and related Proficiency Awards.  Each student will be expected to complete a 
Supervised Agricultural Experience or Internship project.



Fundamental Ag Mechanics (10th-12th Grade)   (Formerly known as Ag Technology) 
                      0.5 total credit Fall Semester                              
  Elective

 This course is offered to meet the basic need of Agricultural Mechanics.  South Dakota 
demand is increasing with the shortage of certified mechanics.  Classroom and 
laboratory content may be enhanced by utilizing appropriate equipment and technology.  
This class is reinforced through the FFA and SAE project through Ag Mechanics Career 
Development Events and Proficiency Awards.  Each student will be expected to 
complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience or Internship Project.  Topics covered in 
this class include simple electrical wiring and components, plumbing, two strokes, four 
strokes, gas and diesel engines, components of hydraulics systems, operation of 
agricultural equipment, gas torch, plasma cutter, brazing, arc and wire feed welders.

Ag Metal Fabrication (10th-12th Grade)  (Formerly known as Ag Technology)
                        0.5 total credit Spring Semester                                                                                                 
  Elective                 

 Course consists of standards to prepare students for careers in the metal fabrication 
industry in the Agricultural Services and Supplies Career Pathway.  Employment in the 
agriculture metal fabrication area is projected to rise on pace with average for all 
occupations through 2012.  Classroom and laboratory content will be enhanced by 
utilizing appropriate equipment and technology.  Opportunities for application of clinical 
and leadership skills are provided by participation in the FFA organization through 
activities, conferences and skills.  Each student will be expected to complete a 
Supervised Agricultural Experience Project and/or Internship Project.  Topics covered in 
this class include properties of materials, welding fundamentals, understanding and 
operation of the oxy-acetylene torch, brazing units and plasma cutting, understanding 
and operation of arc welders, Metal Inert Gas (MIG) welders, and understanding and 
operation of specialized welding Tungsten Inert Gas (TIG) and Pulse Arc Welding.

Natural Resources (10th-12th Grade) 0.5 total credit
Fall Semester  Elective

 This course is designed to give students a background in the career cluster area of 
biological and environmental issues related to Natural Resources within our state.  Each 
student will be expected to complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience 
Project/Internship.  Topics covered are the history of conservation in the U.S., soil 
science, rangeland management, forestry, fire ecology, outdoor recreation, air, soil and 
water conservation, wind and water erosion, national parks, cartographic skills, and GPS 
and fish/wildlife resources.



Horticulture (10th-12th Grade) 0.5 total credit              
Spring Semester   Elective

 This course is designed to give students a background in the career cluster area of 
horticulture and its many opportunities in the Garden, Turf and Landscape Service 
Career Pathway.  It addresses the biology and technology involved in the production, 
processing and marketing of horticulture plants and productions.  Increases interest in 
the quality of the environment, conservation, and restoration projects are stimulating 
growth in the horticulture industry.  Each student will be expected to complete a 
Supervised Agricultural Experience Project and/or Internship.  Topics covered in this 
class include reproduction and propagation of plants, plant growth, growth media, 
hydroponics, floriculture and floral design, interior plantscapes, marketing concepts, 
production of herbaceous, woody and nursery stock, fruit, nut and vegetable production, 
integrated pest management and employability skills.

Agribusiness Entrepreneurship (11th-12th Grade)  (formerly known as Advanced Ag)                                               
0.5 total credit  Fall Semester                               
Elective

 This course is designed to give students a background in the decision making process, 
day to day management skills, and financial management required to operate an 
agribusiness and its many career opportunities in the Agribusiness Systems Pathway.  
Opportunities for application of clinical and leadership skills are provided by participation 
in the FFA organization through activities, conferences and skills competition such as 
management career development events and entrepreneurship proficiency awards.  
Each student will be expected to complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience 
Project/Internship.  Topics covered in this class are applications in agricultural business 
management and operation, economic principles, business structures, finance, 
marketing, careers in agribusiness management.

Advanced Ag Structures Technology (11th-12th Grade)  (formerly known as Advanced Ag)                                  
0.5 total credit  Spring Semester                                                                                                                    
Elective

 This course is offered to meet the basic need of Agricultural Structures.  Each student 
will be expected to complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience or Internship project.  
Topics covered in this class are planning, constructing and maintaining agricultural 
structures, personal and occupational safety, sketching, drawing and plan reading, laying 
out structures, selection, use and maintenance of hand and power tools, placing and 
finishing concrete and masonry units, framing agricultural buildings, installing plumbing 
and electrical systems, roofing and ventilation systems, applying paint and other coating, 
and more.



AUTOMOTIVE

Auto Service I & II (11th-12th Grade) 1.5 total credit Year
  Elective

 Students will study the proper names and use of the most common tools used in the 
industry.  In the first semester they will study the design, construction, and repair of the 
common internal combustion engine.  The second semester is devoted to a brief study 
of the electrical, fuel, auto and manual shift transmissions, differentials and axles, brakes 
and steering and suspension systems.  The second hour per day is devoted to lab time 
where the students will get hands-on experience on all the above mentioned items.  
Students will be evaluated on chapter tests; participation in class discussions, type of 
work performed in hands-on lab exercises, and semester tests.  

Machine Tool I & II (11th-12th Grade) 1.5 total credit
Year         Elective

Length:  Semester Course

  90 min. block

 Class will teach setup and operation of various machine tools including: Manual milling 
machines, Engine lathes, Grinders, CNC plasma table, etc. Students will manufacture a variety of 
projects and will practice reading mechanical blueprints, using precision measuring tools, and 
shop mathematics.

FINE ART

Band (9th-12th Grade) 0.5 total credit Year
 Elective

 The main objective of the band program is the development of an appreciation 
for music and the musical elements of theory, composition, and various musical 
forms.  Another objective is the development of proficiency on his/her 
instrument.  Activities for the band include concerts, pep band performances, 
marching band, Region 3 contest and other public performances.  Students are 
also required to take private lessons each grading period.  There will be 
opportunities for students to attend band clinics, North Area Honor Band, and All-
State Band.  Extra lessons will be required for students participating in these 
activities.

Concert Choir (9th-12th Grade) 0.5 total credit
Year  Elective



 The concert choir is primarily a performing group.  Music reading and listening skills, the 
development of each student’s voice, and the study of musical styles will be pursued 
through group and individual instruction.  Students will be required to participate in 
concerts, contests, and other public performances throughout the year.  Private voice 
lessons are also a requirement of this course.

Art I (9th-12th Grade) 0.5 total credit
Semester   Elective

 An introductory studio course with emphasis on design, drawing, painting, and 
printmaking.  Fundamental design and its application: the visual elements of line, 
shape, space, mass, value, color, and texture are studied and worked.  Drawing: 
principles of composition in still life, landscape and cityscape, using various 
media are studied and worked.  Painting: emphasis on problems in composition 
and color as well as structure, including the use of materials, media and 
techniques.  Printmaking: an investigation of problems involved in screen, 
linoleum, collograph, and monoprints.  Printing processes.

Art II (9th-12th Grade) 0.5 total credit
Semester  Elective

 A studio course that advances the concepts of drawing, painting, printmaking, 
sculptures, and art history.  Drawing deals in life or figure drawing using mixed 
media.  Painting: use of materials and style explored.  Individual approach 
emphasized. A brief studio usage of PSP, a multimedia format for drawing and 
animation.  Use of tools, methods, techniques, materials, and theories are 
emphasized.  Also, a study of art history and its relation to the individual and 
world.

Ceramics I & II (10th-12th Grade) 1 total credit Year         
Elective              
Prerequisite: Art I

 This course is an introduction to the basic fundamentals of three-dimensional art 
using a variety of clay and tools to design the subject.  The first nine weeks will 
be a study of the origins of ceramics in our world.  The work will cover the basic 
principles and experimentation of the media, from functional work to the non-
functional.  Truly an experience you will not want to miss.  The final three nine 
weeks will be spent working on various projects, dealing with structural design 
using slabs, coils and throwing techniques, using the pottery wheel.  Glazing 
techniques and application in the practical manner will be studied and mastered.  
Proper kiln techniques for various fires will also be demonstrated and mastered.



FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Spanish I (9th-12th Grade) 1 total credit Year
 Elective

 Emphasis for Spanish I will be on vocabulary, speaking, and basic grammar elements. 
Students will be assessed with listening, writing, and speaking exercises.  In addition to 
learning the language itself, students will also complete one culture project per quarter.

Spanish II (10th-12th Grade) 1 total credit Year
 Elective                

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish I

 This course is a continuation of the fundamental concepts of the language, history and 
culture with emphasis on advanced grammatical structures, past and present 
progressive tenses, and commands.  Students are assessed through listening, speaking, 
and writing activities.    Students will continue to learn about culture by continuing to 
complete one culture project per quarter.


